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The doctrine of estoppel is an important doctrine, which is widely used in the 
common law system. It shows the concept of equity and justice, honesty and 
credibility and it demands parities to keep their words and be faithful during 
litigation. Compare with the principle of honesty and credibility in the civil law 
system, the doctrine of estoppel has special effects on restricting parties’ litigant 
actions. With the variance of society, the degree of people’s credibility becomes 
lower and the actions lack of credit occur commonly, while there are no relevant 
rules in civil procedure of China, which decides we should try to make it perfect. 
Through introducing the doctrine of estoppel and discussing its internal systematical 
value, this thesis is trying to probe the necessity and feasibility of leading the 
doctrine of estoppel into civil procedure of China. And then it will make some ideas 
about using the doctrine and aimed to be benefit for controlling the parties’ litigant 
actions.  
Except for the preface and the conclusion remark, this thesis consists of three 
chapters. 
The first chapter starts with the introduction of the forming of estoppel, and 
then describes the actuality of estoppel by comparing the different modes between 
Anglo law and American law. Moreover, this part expatiates on the jurisprudential 
foundation of estoppel and briefly introduces the similar theories in the civil law 
system. 
The second chapter displays the legislative foundation through listing some 
interrelated rules of law. Then it discusses on the questions in current legislation. 
Finally, it analyses the necessity and feasibility of leading the doctrine of estoppel 
into civil procedure of China. 
The last chapter focuses on how to lead estoppel into civil procedure of China. 
It discusses detailedly the applying range, the exception and the legal effects of the 















doctrine into civil procedure of China, which is to make the principle of honesty and 
credibility as a basic principle and let estoppel be a concrete doctrine under the 
principle.  
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